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Global Extinctions of Birds 





1. Conservation cannot occur within protected areas alone 

2. Responsibility for conservation is cross-sectoral

Two significant changes in emphasis (paradigm shifts)



2002 – CBD sought to achieve  by 2010 a significant 
reduction of the current rate of biodiversity loss at the 
global regional and national levels

2006 – European Union committed to halt biodiversity 
loss by 2010



The target to halt biodiversity loss by 2010 has not been met!

Threat of extinction of different taxonomic groups



New EU Action on Biodiversity 

‘ ...to halt the loss of biodiversity and the degradation of 
ecosystem in the EU by 2020, restore them so far as 
feasible.....’.



Key responsibilities :
•Relevant ...State Agencies will prepare, with 
stakeholders, sectoral Biodiversity Action Plans in 
line with the aims of the National Biodiversity Plan 
to ensure and promote the conservation and 
sustainable use of biodiversity.  

•Introduce a biodiversity duty on public bodies to 
ensure that conservation and sustainable use of 
biodiversity are taken into account in all relevant 
plans and programmes and all new legislation.

First Objective:
• Mainstream biodiversity in the decision making 
process across all sectors.... and
• All sectors must be engaged to ensure protection 
and restoration of biodiversity

Concept of Ecosystem Goods and Services firmly enshrined in Action Plan





Blue Fleabane Erigeron acer
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Growth of the National Biodiversity Database since 2008
National Biodiversity Data Centre

Growth of the National Biodiversity Database since 2008



National Biodiversity Data Centre
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